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A grondfather clock with a casting made of newspapers appears next to a fireplace, partinlly
made of newspapers, at The Paper House in Rockport, Mass, Elis F. Stenman, a mechanical
engineer, began building the house in 1922,

The paper house

Dwelling made of old newspapers
stands tall after 78 years
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Rockroir, MASS. | There's an
old adage in the newspaper busi-
noss that's meant to keep jour-
nalists humble: “T 5 NCWS-
paper is tomorvow's fish wrap-
per.”

That saying docsn't hold true
at The Paper House,

The house proves that to-
day’s ncwspaper can bocome
somethmng far more endunng -a
two-rooin cottage, a lamp, even
a grandfather clock. The house
and almost cverything in it is
made of old newspapers,

"Pretty weird, huh?” says
Edna Beaudon, the carctaker

andniece of its buider,
Elis F. Stenman.

Weird, indeed. But thes trib-
ute to one man's obscssion is
also a bit of a hestonical record.
The popers that make wp the
walls and furniture tell of
Charles Lindbergh's (light
across the Atlantic, the flight of
the Zeppelns, even the disap-
pearance of Ameclia Earhardt.

The house, in the scaside
town of Rockport, was built in
1922, and Mr. Stenman worked
on it until lus death in 1941, He
anginally planned to cover the
outside with clapboard and use
the newspaper as insulation. But
alter the newspaper survived
the winter, he got curious.

Mr. Stenman, n mechanical
cngpncer, wits an amateur inven-
tor who liked fiddhing. He even
invented a steam iron, though it
was never patented, Ms.
Beavdom says.

Why his inquisitive nature be-
came a caalyst for buiiding The
Paper House is not known.

Mr. Stenman read three
newspapers 3 day, and that habet
became one source of bwiding
materials, As his project guned

The exterior of The Paper House is surrounded by trees in
Rockport, Mass. The house and almost everything in it is

Jnade of old newspapers.

renown, noighbors and fricnds
started supplying papers. In the
end, an estimated 100,000
newspapers were uscd,

Mr. Sienman started with a
wooden frame, roof and Moor,
and mstalied running water and
electnenty. The outer walls are
pressed newspaper, and cov-
ered in varnish for
weatherprooling. A porch added
in the 1930s provides more peo-
tection from the cloments.

Mr. Stenman uscd rocks and

+boards to press the shects of

newspaper in glue and make the
walls, The inner walls are thin.
ner, with upholstery tacks for
decoration.

The furmiture is made with
newspapers rolled tightly oa a
wire, then used as building
ocks. Mr. Stenman’s creations
include a rocking chair, cot, ra-
ho calenct and clectric lamps.

A sign on one desk boasts,
*This desk is made of the Chris-
tian Science Monstor.™ Anuther
desk is made entircly of newspa-
pers hatling Mr. Lindbergh's
trans-Atlantic journcy. The
grandfather clock s made from

papers from all 48 states, before
Alaska and Hawan were admit-
ted to the Umion,

Even after several coats of
varmsh, the newspapers are Jeg-
ible and offer a winduw into the
mWoﬁd War 1l ycars. Somn,

an advertssement for a used
Ford for $1 down, show how
much things bave changued, A
*Sox Jose” headhne shows how
they've stayed the same.

Ms. Beawdoin doesn't run the
house for profit, charging adnus-
sion on an honor system, Scv-
cral thousand people a year vis-
it, she says. Comments in a
guest book include, “Wildl,"
“Environmentally cocrect,” and
“I'm going 10 make onc.”

Though Mr. Stenman’s moti-
vation is a mystery, Ms,
Beaudoin doubts that starting a

trend or recycling were among
them. Whatever the reason, the

fact the house has steod for 78
ﬂurs is pretty good, Ms.

“That's rmlly a long time,"
she says, “When you consaler
that it's paper.”
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